FROM WAR TO PEACE                  361
and Crown Colonies had raised a million and a half men in
arms, and of these one-third had become casualties, India
had raised as many, and though not all of them had gone over-
seas, her losses had totalled well over 100,000. Of what they
had done the history of every theatre of war tells an eloquent
story. The Canadians were in the front line in France within
nine months of the outbreak of hostilities, and quickly won for
themselves a reputation as shock troops of the highest quality.
The Australians and New Zealanders* reputation in the West
was no less, and in Gallipoli and Palestine they won honour
and glory all their own. South Africans fought not only in
France, but all cJver Africa, in bush and desert and jungle ;
and India, besides sending a corps to the Western front in the
crisis of 1914, played a preponderant and honourable part in
the Near Eastern campaigns.
The end of the fighting was by no means the end of the
war-time British Army's tasks. There was a zone of occupation
around Cologne on the Rhine to be garrisoned under the terms
of the armistice with Germany, and the Peace Treaty signed at
Versailles in June, 1919, prolonged the period of this occupation
till 1925. There was a campaign still going actively on in
North Russia, where in the previous summer, after the con-
clusion of peace between the new Bolshevik rulers of Russia
and the Central Powers, two small Allied forces, some 7,000
men in all, had been landed to reconstitute, with the aid of
elements of the population hostile to the new regime, some sort
of anti-German front in the east. Now the need for such a
front had ceased, yet we could not honourably abandon those
whom we had thus encouraged to stand by our cause. There
were smaller detachments in South Russia, in Asia Minor, in
the Caucasus, and in Siberia; these, too, could not be with-
drawn before some reasonably, peaceful and orderly regime
had been set up. There was, as events were soon to show,
still need for strong forces to be retained in Egypt, Palestine
and Mesopotamia. India, so far from being able to restore
her forces to their normal peace-time figures, was about to reap
the bitter aftermath of war in the shape of a large-scale conflict
with Afghanistan, a series of arduous frontier expeditions, and
a period of prolonged and acute internal unrest.
A large proportion of the great armies of 1918 thus remained
unaffected by the demobilisation which began in December of
that year. There were close on four million men to be dis-
charged from the army done, and a scheme had been worked
out to get the wheels of industry restored, so as to absorb them
as quickly as possible, by releasing, industrial keymen under
priority. Unfortunately, this too often meant that those wbo